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The pur|>ot»f.- of 1 hi s i)0|)c;r ir> io provide a useful I i s I* of 
reading malcii^Hj^or volurricorc, who' ore preparing to tutor odults 
in reading v:i1hin a correctional setting.. Tutoring in prison is a 
special typo of teaching and it is a hnost essenlial that persons 
considering 'fhis type of tutoring fahiiliari70 Ihernselvos v/Flh two 
areas which uro not at all related to the act of reading or the art of 
teaching. ^ Those two areas are the Criminal Justice System which pro- 
vides the clients^and tiie prison environment which includes the 
type of student which '\\\o tuior will be working wi1h, the physical 
-plant withi'n v/hich the tutoring will be taking place and, perhaps 
most imporleuH !y, the poople whose job it is to see to the security 
of tlu) instiiution. Obviously, it wou I :1 "take a greal deal of time 
and a tremendous amount of reading to even corne close to a real 
familiarity v;ith *the criminal justice and prison systems, and no 
volunieor could possibly find enough time for this type of study. 
A very long I i si of books and/or articles on the subject would only- 
serve to frighten and confuse the. woi] I d-bc volunteer tutor interested 
in ihi^ type of teaching. It is for this reason that the list, of 
reading material is relaiively short. The references were selected 
In an attomp'l Io provide realistic background information on the 
prison system and the people who are. tqvolved in it. Likewise, 
on attempt v/cis'madc to keep the list of materials related to tutoring 
reading and the act of reading itself 1o a bare mirnlmum. Those 
materia Is arc supp I emonta ry because, In, order for a tutor to be 
odequatcly profared for this task, it would be necessary to undergo a 
rather complolc training and orientation proccduro, cover 1 (ig such 
loplcs as: program loglslics (Institutional rules and procedures 



ou(\ 5>cliodulo^), 1liu t>1udcMit popiil cj ! Ion, loi.f.on planning, reading 
skills; iochnicjuos for -lo^iching rcoditu; to cululis, inconlivos for 
mot! voting sludiMitr>, testing and record keeping. 
; ' It cilso seems iliot atiyone who feels thut tliey would like to 

tutor in 1he prisoti sybtoin, should,/be prepared to give a minitnurn of 
tv/o or throe hourf. a v/eek for a period of ot least one year. ' It. 
is only witli I h i s typo of regular and extended comm'itmeni "Ihoi any 
sigtiificant progress can he expected. If -Ihe volunteer is properly 
screeluKJ, -trained and supervised and is v/illing to commit himself to 
this type of t ijne contracti then, a great deal can be done toallevia; 
what is cer'lainly one of the most severe and f ar-reacli i ng problems in 
our prison sysiom ~ the fact fhat a staggering number of inrndtes are 
being released from our prisons every yeor withoui the skills needed 
to read at a' f unct i ones I level. 

It is wiih this in mind' thai tlie following list is proposed as 
a minimumfor those inferested in tutoring reading to adults in the 
prison system. / • 
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T ho ti III [(yii M'JIiY, 

The follov/i(i£) lisi of bookie should bo very useful id torins 

of backgrouticJ i fiforuu. I i on on v/ho is in f.rison, how thoy got thoro, 

<)n(l v/hal 1l)oir needs cire spec i f J Cci I I y as related jo e'ducotion In 

Mio area of liloracy training: 
* 

Do w n T he? s o Mo a n S i' r e e 1 s . Piri Thomas. New York: New American 
Library, I960. (An autobiography of a Puerto Rican youth 
and his long, hard road to prison.) 
Pea th A1^ Aji F a r I y Agje. Jonathan Kozol . New York: Bantam • 
Books, Inc., 1967. (A scatliing denunciation of the type of 
schooling thai goes on in a big city, ghei^lo school) 
• Soul On I CO . Eidridge Cleaver. New York: Dell Publishing Co.^ 
1970. (An autob iograpfty with special emphasis on Blacks in 
.prison) 

Kind and Usual Punishment. Jessica Mitford. New York: Alfred 
,A. KrK)pf, 1973. (A complete condemnatipn of -"The Prison 
Business". Some good Insights into the. negative aspects 
of pr i sons . ) 

Att i c a . The of-ficial Report of tho New York State Special 
Commission on AtHca. New York: Bantam Books Inc., 1972. 
(Gives keen insicjlit into New York's Prison System and what 
life is 'really like in prison. Completely objective report x- 
by tlic McKay Commission looking Into the causes of and methods 
used to put down, the revol.t at the Attica Correctional. 
Facility in September of 1971.) 

The Mugcj i nn . Morion Hunt. New York: H. Wolff, 1972. CA 

very readable account whicli takes a particular crime from Us 
Inccplion through Ihe p6|Ice Investigation, the courls and 

fi 
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Up 1o ido I nccjrcorafi on of tho- r>uspectr». 

Put) I i ca I' I oni> of iho A?:iC' r i c o n Par AMyOC i at i on^ C I oor i ngliouse 
Jl^lL Of f ender I i toracy Prgciroms • V/a s h'i h cj I o , D . C . " Rc a d i n g 
Prograii) Resource Manua I For Cor rect iona'l Adu 1 1 Bos i c Educa- 
i\oi\", "Read ing-Whcro I 'M s Al - hi Prisons", "Roadirig Tost* * 
Rosou rce^ Handbook for CoVroctional EducaY i ori . " (Excellent 
publicatiofis v/hich are concerned" so I e I y v/i1h the area of 
offender I iteracy) 

'J 

The follo\;nig lif^t of books deal exclusively v/ 1 th teaching reading 
•i n a ono-to-one tutorial situation: 

Tutor . Cplvin arid Root.. Chicago: Follett Publishing Co., 1972. 

(A handbook providing step by step insti^uction using several * 

teaching techniques) 
6u i do I i nos To Teach i ng Remod i a I R.oad i ng To The Pi sadva n taged . 

Pope. Nev; York: Faculty Press Inc., 1967. (Comprehensive 

and specific handbook for teachers) 
Lear n i ng To Rea d And V/r I to > Henderson and Henderson. New York: 

Holt,, Rineharf and V/inston, 1965. (Suggestions for tutors) 
Bon jam i n : f ^ead i ng an d Beyond . Thomas Hawkins*. Columbus," Ohio: • 

Charles E .* Merrill Publishers, 1973. (A diary of a volunteer 

tutor showing many of the problems faced and how they were 

« 

overcome . ) 

Ge nera I Dense r i pt i on of Vo I untee r Adu 1 1 Bas i c Roa d I ng Tutor I a I 
ProgrC'MS . Sy r^acuse , New York : Li teracy Vol unteors of 
America. 



HooiA.vi On nooU: il.:oqr.j. ond. Proof. D. Tudor nnd i: McNei II, 
Now York: Borko h y Publishing Co., I960. ' ( Doscr 1 pM on o'f 
successful |,roc)rc'.m;> bocjun ot Makoy Doyj,' Traininy Scliool.) 

^^!13. llooijo f^^d: Volunl-o or Pro£}r.H>.^ TluH Work. 

C. Srnitl. cirid L. i^ay. Now York: f)e | | PuMlshing Co., 1973. 
. (Presents dose r i pi i ons of volunteer programs at- all education- 

' al levels, also included arc I) i b I i ograpli i cs , materials, 
techniques) 

6iLi.leJ>ook Fo,: The Vc> Umtoer Receding Tu-for. L . S I e i s e i nge r . 
Now York: Teachers College Press, \9G5. (Suggestions for 
tutor i ng ) 

^ HiL!L^JiOc>k For Volunteer Tutors. ed. by S.J. Rauch. Newark, 
Delaware: International Read i ng Assoc i at i on , . I 969 . • 
(Includes tu-ior-student relationships, procedures and 
materials for the tutor.) 
I^HllP. The Tuj_or-For The mo r-Tui or i ng T_iQs And lricl<s. 

Prepared 4)y the National Commission On Resou rces ' Por Youth.. 
i£L"JiH.ia2 §>UieLLLonce Approach For The feu I tura I I p i sadx^ar-nH . 
* A. Hall. Newark,- Delaware: International Read-i ng Assoc i a- 
tion, 1972. 

i^^Jil£ ££!ll£ £or The DJ;s3 j . A . FIg'urel. Newark, 

Delaware: I nl ernat iona I Reading As^'oc i at ion, 1969. 

Prot^lcms , Pitfalls, and Prescripti ons For Or ganizing Voluntoer 
I}ll£Llll9. Pioc^raj!^. MMv/aukee: Reading Clinic, University of 

' Wisconsin, 1971 , ' 
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